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“Wherever there is light, one can photograph.”

Alfred Stieglitz

Greetings, PPLAC Members:
 
A simple observation but profound in its possibilities. In other words, there is almost no
limitation on what can be photographed. Don’t limit your scope and subject
matter. Experiment, expand, explore! That fits right in with our newest project: “The 30
Days of Photography.” More on that later in this column. 
 
You can say that the first week of July belongs to our own Roy Patience: that first week
we held our first PPLAC Photo Review (the Getty Museum) and Roy took first place. Then
two days later it was Roy, himself, that led us through the UCLA campus at night for our
monthly PPLAC Outing. He took us to various sites to photograph special locations and
did a fabulous job! Then two weeks later we held our PPLAC Outing Photo Review
(UCLA). We had a great time reviewing wonderful photos and first place went to the
amazing Angela Chen! Congratulations, Angela! 
 
And then it was John Grusd’s turn to take our members out to Joshua Tree for a two-
day, two-night PPLAC Adventure. I understand everyone had a grand time. I can’t wait to
see the results at our upcoming PPLAC Photo Review this month! Be sure to join us – the
flyer is forthcoming.
 
And for our final event of the month, we had our in-person meeting at the Playa Vista
Clubhouse where yours truly shared insights into Travel Photography. I hope everyone
enjoyed it and I didn’t put too many people asleep! I want to give a personal shout-out to
Liz Chalmers who surprised me with a congratulatory cake celebrating a photographic
milestone. Thank you, one and all!
 
For August, be sure to get your ticket for our annual PPLAC Outing to the “Wings Over
Camarillo” air show before it sells out! And submit your images NOW for our third DPC

https://www.pplac.org/2025-list-of-events
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-Photography-Meetup/
https://ppconline.com/
https://www.ppa.com/
mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com
https://ppconline.com/
https://www.westcoastschool.com/
https://ppconline.com/vendor-partners/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=98204c1b-802b-4e1d-a268-413036657a1d


which will be held August 28th.  It will be another amazing display of wonderful images!
 
Have you started your “30 Days of Photography” yet? Frank Damon has challenged us
to this unique venture: Photograph something every day for 30 days straight. It can be a
sun set one day and a trash can the next day. It’s up to you! Then, at our October in-house
meeting, we will be sharing everyone’s results. If you haven’t done so, start NOW!
 
Finally, we welcome still three more members to PPLAC: Greg Trainor, Edward
Haugh, and Albert Huen. Great to have all of you with us: All great photographers in
their own right!
 
“Keep on clickin’!”
John Powers
M.Photog.Cr., CPP, M-PPC
PPLAC President
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BECOME A MEMBER!

We are always looking for new members to
join PPLAC. Whether you are a working
professional or someone who wants to
actively grow their skillsets to just take
better photographs, we welcome all
engaged & enthusiastic Image Makers!

TO FIND OUT MORE
contact Roy Patience

AND JOIN US AT
OUR NEXT IN-PERSON MEETING!

SEPTEMBER 25, 2025 @ 6:30PM

CenterPointe Clubhouse
6200 Playa Vista Drive

Playa Vista, 90094

(free parking)

SAVE THE DATE
Meetings and Events FUN FACT

https://ppconline.com/wcs/
https://ppconline.com/wcs/
mailto:roypatience@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6200+Playa+Vista+Dr,+Playa+Vista,+CA+90094/@33.9707625,-118.4285563,1753m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x80c2b0907755af3d:0x191e6d9e601c0fcb!8m2!3d33.9707625!4d-118.425976!16s%2Fg%2F11bw406zjb?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQwMi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.pplac.org/calendar


Come join our monthly meetings held on
the 

4th Thursday of Each Month 
(unless it falls on a holiday). 

August 16th
Wings Over Camarillo

August 1st
DPC Entries Open

August 17th
DPC Entries Close

August 28th
DPC #3

September 25
General Membership

Meeting
Guest Speaker
Kevin Karzin

"Youth Sports"

September 27
Workshop-Kevin Karzin

"Youth Sports"

October 6-9
Eastern Sierra

October 23
General Membership

Meeting
Guest Speaker
Frank Damon
"Project 365"

November 1
Dia de Los Muertos

November 20
DPC #4

*Please note our speakers/schedule
may

​change at any time. Please check our
website for more details

​
Did You Know?

A photo of Machu Picchu
was the first archaeological

photo ever taken!

STAY CONNECTED

    

PPLAC is pleased to announce our

AUGUST SPONSOR:

ProLab Digital
https://www.prolabdigital.com/

MEMBER NEWS

https://www.pplac.org/2025-list-of-events
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC
https://www.instagram.com/pplac2024/
https://www.pplac.org/


MEMBERS EXTRA

Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP)

When traveling abroad, with or without your camera, consider enrolling in the
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program. STEP Enrollment saved a PPLAC member
from spending months in China when the Corona Virus outbreak occurred in
2020!

STEP is a free service offered by the U.S. Department of State that allows
U.S. citizens and nationals to register their trip abroad. This helps the nearest
U.S. embassy or consulate contact you quickly and accurately in case of an
emergency.

Benefits of Enrolling in STEP



Receive real-time alerts about health, weather, safety, and security
issues in your destination country.

Stay informed using resources from the local U.S. embassy.

Get help in emergencies such as natural disasters, civil unrest, or
family emergencies.

Assistance with STEP-related technical issues is available.

JULY HIGHLIGHTS

JULY 24TH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
GUEST SPEAKER JOHN POWERS

"Insights & Applications of Travel Photography"

Guest Speaker: John Powers



Liz Chalmers presenting our President, John Powers, with a
congratulatory cake for receiving the PPA Grand Imaging Award and

his photograph being featured on the cover of Professional
Photographer magazine.

Merit Award Distribution for May DPC by Roy Patience

John Powers



John Grusd

Ira Mintz



Kevin Karzin

Mel Carll



Heather Dinkins

JULY OUTINGS



JULY IMAGE REVIEWS





IMAGES OF THE MONTH



First Place Image by Roy Patience
Outing to the Getty Museum

First Place Image by Angela Chen
​Outing to UCLA Campus

JULY HIGHLIGHTS

DPC #3
AUGUST ​ 28, 2025





AUGUST OUTINGS
for additional information contact: Liz Chalmers

Join us for the
30 Day Photography Challenge

PPLAC is excited to introduce a new photography challenge
to our members: 30 Day Photographic Journey. This

challenge can begin anytime, starting today - but cannot
start later than September 1st. The only requirement we ask

mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com


is quite simple - take one photograph every day for 30 days,
using a camera or phone. 

We hope you will find this challenge rewarding in many ways
- boosting your creativity, looking and seeing new things

every day, improving your skills and project planning,
encouraging experimentation, and expanding your artistic

toolkit!

At our October General Meeting, we’ll invite all participants
to stand and briefly share four favorite images, along with

insights gained, lessons learned, or anything meaningful they
experienced."

2025 ADVENTURES
please contact: Liz Chalmers

PLEASE NOTE:
NEW PPLAC Adventure fee structure for non-members

and non-shooting guests.
$70 for PPLAC Members (no change)
$100 for Non-Member Photographers

$50 for Non-Shooting Attendees
**Even with the slight increase in fees, this is still, far

and away, the best value ever in the history of
photographic adventures!**

mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com


EXCITING ADVENTURES FOR
2026!

We're Thrilled to Announce our
​Adventure Opportunities for Next Year!!

Stay Tuned for Details!



 









PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

PPLAC Sponsors
​your support means the world to us!

DXO ProLab D ​igital

https://www.dxo.com/
https://www.prolabdigital.com/


Imagenomic

Luminar Neo from Skylum

On1

Paul's Photo

​
Radiant Photo

StudioMagic
 

Think Tank

​Topaz Labs-PhotoAI

2025 PPLAC Board of Directors
OFFICERS

President
John Powers

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers,

Workshops)
Liz Chalmers

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary
Heather Dinkins

Parliamentarian
Nikki Washburn

DIRECTORS

Webmaster
John Grusd

Newsletter Editor
Eleanor Gray

Digital Photographic
Competition Director

Kevin Karzin

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management
Chair

Mel Carll

Hospitality
Leslie Geffen

DEPUTY CHAIR

​Digital
Photographic
Competition

Tim Hintz

Digital
Photographic
Competition
Moderators

Mel Carll
John Powers
Bob Young

Event
Photographer

Angela Chen ​

​PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS
OF CALIFORNIA ​

News

FOR ONE
WEEK

https://www.imagenomic.com/
https://skylum.com/luminar
https://www.on1.com/
https://paulsphoto.com/
https://radiantimaginglabs.com/
https://www.layercakeelements.com/
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/
https://www.topazlabs.com/topaz-photo-ai
mailto:johnepowers@hotmail.com
mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com
mailto:roypatience@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.pplac@gmail.com


JUNE 7-12,
2026

​LEARN
FROM
THE
BEST



Call 1 (800) 439-5839 ext 3

tel:1-800-439-5839


PPA
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF AMERICA

If you are curious or interested in
becoming a Certified Professional
Photographer, learn more here.

Did You Know?  PPA has a page dedicated
to what is available. You DO NOT need to be
a PPA member to look at their website.....and
they are offering a lot of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT!!
PPA - Professional Photographers of America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303
1 (800) 786-6277

    

Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County

https://www.ppa.com/
https://www.ppa.com/credentials-mem/cpp-mem
https://www.ppa.com/events
https://www.ppa.com/
https://www.ppa.com/inittogether
tel:1-800-786-6277
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC
https://www.instagram.com/pplac2024/
https://www.pplac.org/
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