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President’s Letter

I have the honor of sitting in for our president this month as she is
away. Nikki Washburn is in the heart of Africa, photographing the
big game and soaking in the atmosphere of Kenya’s allure and
intrigue. Actually, we have five of our PPLAC members in Africa at
the moment. Along with Nikki is Mel Carll, our treasurer, Gary
Parsons, our DPC director, Sharon Lobel, our 2021 PPLAC
Photographer of the Year, and David LaNeve. Together, David and
Sharon have formed the amazing photography-based tour
company called Photography Adventure Tours (you can follow
them on Instagram @photoadventuretours). If you’re interested
in traveling overseas to take some incredible photographs, contact
David and/or Sharon when they get back!
 
We just wrapped up our third of four Digital Photography
Competitions (DPC). With Kevin Karzin running things behind the
scene and our colorful moderator, Bob Young, out front. We
certainly had an exceptional evening! Our outstanding judges
consisting of Rebecca Li, Elizabeth Toller, and Dwight Okumoto,
provided wonderful insights and comments for all those that
participated in the event. Forty-five images were reviewed,
discussed, and scored. Out of it, we recognized seven
photographers who captured the best in selected categories. They
were as follows:
 
Best in Architecture: “The Waffle Building” by Roy Patience
Best in Landscape: “Up Hill Both Ways” by Mel Carll
Best in Nature: “Come On In, The Water’s Fine” by John Powers
Best in Open: “Abandoned At The End Of The Galaxy” by John
Grusd
Best in Photojournalism: “Loop de Loop” by Gary Parsons
Best in Portrait: “Elegant Encounter” by John Powers
Best in Wedding: “Forever Begins Tonight” by Eleanor Gray



 
Also, this past month we had our annual trek to the “Wings Over
Camarillo” air show. Half a dozen people from our organization
made their way there and captured some incredible images. The
monthly PPLAC Photo Review showcased those amazing
photographs. I hope you were able to see them!
 
Now that we are in the month of September, we have some
exciting events lined up for everyone. Right up front, on Saturday,
the 2nd we are off to Huntington Beach for our PPLAC Outing of
the month: the annual Civil War Reenactment Celebration. Photo
ops abound as we wander through the camps, capturing images of
reenactors that give the distinct feeling of being transported directly
from the battlefields of 1863!
 
And then, on Thursday, September 28th, we will once again meet
in person at the Vet Center in Culver City at 7 PM as the well-
known photographer, George DeLoache, will share professional
insights into his work and business. You won’t want to miss this!

Our intrepid president, Nikki, will be back next month to share her
exploits and let us know what is going on within PPLAC. Stay
tuned and we will see you at our upcoming events in September!

1st VP John Powers
 

Coming Events
&

​General Meetings
Come join our monthly meetings held on the 4th
Thursday of each month (unless it falls on a

holiday). 

Save The Date
Meetings and

Events

Visit our Meetup Calendar
or website for more details**

September 2, 2023
Outing
Civil War Days - Huntington Beach

September 28, 2023
General Meeting
George DeLoache
"The Secrets of Creating Award
Winning Portraits"

October 3 - 5, 2023
Three Day Outing to the Eastern
Sierras

October 26, 2023

Stay Connected
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/

Meet Up
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-

Photography-Meetup/

PPLAC is a Proud Affliliate
of...

PPC
https://ppconline.com/

PPA
https://www.ppa.com/

PPLAC
 Sponsors

DxO
 https://www.dxo.com/

Imagenomic

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sUy2SJUtqtdBbxKrGFRyyf7AjoMBWdRBsJfhCxVLH6qgnxgi7sz3QATeON6o_QXA5cSeCexrRhP6REUTOV3MRwpVkANM1uAkSzjwVPR1lCP-AQSOn7Mj1jv6ldYN4ATychG0G9XFteG-KPy59S8GUI7xQPJCNCDoLqKbep2ILhHfbq2xivF_e3_lx_Y2y2idQHsyHJy0jcxJ7zdQqWcxdUdr5-ksJdHu&c=FA0gfFHTpN-7hYIG3Snz_EEKmtUsiM5DvZBH8HaV8LGg_nQFPZXLUg==&ch=gunsXz_pajeKJyoDwftKLV9mXD3LJHsiF8Kc5BBQtdw45CtrOvNeqA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sUy2SJUtqtdBbxKrGFRyyf7AjoMBWdRBsJfhCxVLH6qgnxgi7sz3QATeON6o_QXA5cSeCexrRhP6REUTOV3MRwpVkANM1uAkSzjwVPR1lCP-AQSOn7Mj1jv6ldYN4ATychG0G9XFteG-KPy59S8GUI7xQPJCNCDoLqKbep2ILhHfbq2xivF_e3_lx_Y2y2idQHsyHJy0jcxJ7zdQqWcxdUdr5-ksJdHu&c=FA0gfFHTpN-7hYIG3Snz_EEKmtUsiM5DvZBH8HaV8LGg_nQFPZXLUg==&ch=gunsXz_pajeKJyoDwftKLV9mXD3LJHsiF8Kc5BBQtdw45CtrOvNeqA==
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-Photography-Meetup/
https://ppconline.com/


General Meeting
Gary Parsons
"Topaz Photograph Plugins for Light
Room and Photoshop"

October 28, 2023
Outing
"Day of the Dead"
Hollywood Forever Cemetery

November 7 - 9, 2023
Three Day Outing to Death Valley

November 16, 2023
DPC #4

December
No General Meeting

January 2024
Open House and Awards Ceremony
January 18, 2024
(Third Thursday of the month)

*Please note that speakers/schedule may
​change at any time.

**https://www.pplac.org/calendar

September
Sponsor of the

Month
Jixipix Software

https://jixipix.com/

https://www.imagenomic.com/

Jixipix Software
https://jixipix.com/

Luminar Neo from Skylum
https://skylum.com/luminar

ProLab D ​igital
https://www.prolabdigital.com/

StudioMagic
https://www.layercakeelements.com

 Think Tank
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/

Topaz Labs
https://www.topazlabs.com/denoise-ai

2023
 Board of Directors

President
Nikki Washburn

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers, Workshops)

John Powers

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary/Newsletter
Teresa Pepe

Digital Photographic
Competition Director

Gary Parsons

Digital Photographic
Competition Co-Chair

Kevin Karzin

Digital Photographic
Competition Moderators

Mel Carll
Bob Young

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management Chair
Mel Carll

https://www.thinktankphoto.com/


Webmaster
John Grusd

Parliamentarian
Eleanor Gray

Event Photographer
Angela Chen ​

August DPC



Best of Show
"Elegant Encounter"

John Powers

Best in Class - Landscape
"Up Hill Both Ways"

Mel Carll

Best in Class - Nature
"Come on in, the Water's Fine"

John Powers



Best in Class - Open
"Abandoned at the End of the Galaxy"

John Grusd

Best in Class - Photojournalism
"Loop de Loop"
Gary Parsons



Best in Class - Portrait
"Elegant Encounter"

John Powers

Best in Class - Wedding/Event
"Forever Begins Tonight"

Eleanor Gray



August
Outings & Photo Reviews





Coming Events!
Meetings/Outings

Safaris/Workshops

September 28, 2023 Meeting
George DeLoache





Sponsor of the Month
September Silent Auction

Jixipix Software
https://jixipix.com/

The software is Jixipix for Windows and MAC. This software is used as Photoshop Plug in
and Lightroom.

The product is 3 Pro Products, including Watercolor Studio, Chromatic Edges, and
Impresso.

Chromatic Edges: Multiple edges and image post processing changes such as,
Cyanotype, Daguerreotype, Gelatin, Silver, etc.

Impresso Pro transforms photos into paintings and then combines paint effects with
layers and brushes.

Watercolor Studio: Changes image into a watercolor image with adjustable sliders.   

November 16, 2023
DPC #4

The fourth DPC of the year will be held via Zoom.
Time to start thinking about your submissions while out and about this

summer!

September Outing



Future Outings/Safaris/Workshops
October 3 - 5, 2023 Eastern Sierra
November 7- 9, 2023 Death Valley









PPC News
https://ppconline.com/

https://ppconline.com/




WCS News
https://ppconline.com/wcs/2020-west-
coast-school/



PPA ​News
https://www.ppa.com/

The 12 Elements
of a Merit Image

https://www.ppa.com/ppmag/articles/1
2-elements-of-a-merit-image

Please note that PPA has a page
dedicated to what is available. You DO
NOT need to be a PPA member to look
at their website.....and they are offering a
lot of webinars this year!



If you are curious or interested in
becoming a Certified Professional
Photographer check out the PPA link
below:

https://www.ppa.com/credentials-
mem/cpp-mem

LET'S CONNECT
PPA - Professional Photographers of
America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303
1-800 786-6277
https://www.ppa.com/inittogether

Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County | 10736 Jefferson Blvd., #859, Culver City,
CA 90230
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