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Happy April Fools Day!
Earth Day - April 22, 2021

www.pplac.org

April 2021 – PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
APRIL 2021
Hello! Spring has arrived and despite the windy conditions it is
beautiful outdoors! It’s great to see businesses opening up and
steadily increasing their capacity. PPLAC will continue to meet
via Zoom until the early summer months and will then reassess
the LA County Health Officer Orders. We anticipate the Veterans Center will be
opening in the coming months and will provide guidelines for us to begin meeting
face-to-face again. It will be great to see everyone in person again!!
We hope you can join us this month for a special presentation on "Demystifying Travel
Photography" by Rebecca Li, M.Photog., CPP. Rebecca has traveled extensively and
has a wealth of knowledge to share. Join us for this virtual globe trotting event!
If you missed the new PPLAC “Shoot & Share” event that started last month, join us
this month. We had a lot of fun reviewing and discussing images submitted by
members. It is not a digital image competition, but rather a creative activity with very
few rules. Shoot your best photograph of the identified theme (this month is
something/anything in your neighborhood) and be creative! 3 images max. Members
select their favorite overall winner…..who will receive a gift certificate! For more
details check out the flyer in this newsletter!
Lastly, next month is our 2 nd DPC of 2021 so start preparing your images!

Have fun and get out there and shoot!
Eleanor

Upcoming Events
General Meetings
Come join our monthly meetings
held on the 4th Thursday of
each month (unless it falls on a
holiday).

Save The Date
Meetings and
Events
Visit our Meetup
Calendar for more details*
April 14, 2021
"Shoot and Share" Zoom
April 22, 2021
Rebecca Li "Demystifying Travel
Photography"
May 14, 2021
DPC Submission Opens

Stay Connected
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
PPLAC/

Meet Up

June 24, 2021
General Meeting
July 22, 2021
General Meeting
August 26, 2021
Third DPC
September 23, 2021
General Meeting
October 28, 2021
General Meeting
TBD
November 18, 2021
Fourth DPC
(THIRD THURSDAY)

2020-21
President
Eleanor Gray

https://www.meetup.com/C
ulver-City-PhotographyMeetup/

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers,
Workshops)
John Powers

PPLAC is a
Proud Affliliate
of...

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

PPC

Treasurer
Nikki Washburn

https://ppconline.com/

Secretary
Teresa Pepe

PPA

Digital Photographic
Competition Director
Gary Parsons

https://www.ppa.com/

Digital Photographic
Competition Co-Chair
John Powers

May 16, 2021
DPC Submission Closes
May 27, 2021
DPC #2

2021
Board of
Directors

PPLAC
Sponsors

Digital Photographic
Competition Moderators
Mel Carll
Bob Young

Howard Burkholz
Allstate Insurance

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

https://www.nationalphotograp
hersinsurance.com/

Event Photographer
Angela Chen

Jixipix Software

Newsletter
Teresa Pepe

https://jixipix.com/

Mindshift Gear
https://www.thinktankphoto.co
m/pages/mindshift-gear

ProLab Digital
https://www.prolabdigital.com/

Sponsor Management
Chair
Mel Carll
Webmaster
John Grusd

December 2021
No meeting
January 27, 2022
Open House and Awards
*Please note that speakers may
change at any time.

StudioMagic
https://www.layercakeelements.c
om

Think Tank
https://www.thinktankphoto.co
m/

April showers bring
May flowers!

See below for details. Take a
photo of your neighborhood
between April 1-13, submit
it by April 13, then tune in to
the Zoom discussion on
April 14 at 7:00 PM.

Donate to a
Veteran
Help a Veteran interested
in Photography!
Will appreciate your
donation of any old camera
bodies, lenses, reflectors,
tripods, etc...
These are men and women
suffering from post
traumatic syndrome.
Contact Carlos Lozano
323-721-6665
or email
Lozano720mp@gmail.com
Thank you in advance for
your kindness!

March 25, 2021 General Meeting Highlights
Many thanks to Roy Patience for his
interesting and informative presentation
on Macro Photography and Focus
Stacking.
Everyone should get out in the gardens,
practice what Roy taught and show the
results in either (or both!) Shoot and
Share and our next DPC!

Member Spotlight:
Gary Parsons
I started my photography career by accident when I
got enrolled in a photography class in my freshmen
year of high school instead of the Driver Education
class I had requested. My camera back then was a
Kodak 110 instamatic which the photography
instructor said was not an acceptable camera for
the class. Fortunately, my dad had an old Argus
C3 Rangefinder camera and agreed to let me
borrow it for the photography class until I had

saved enough money to buy a Nikon Nikormat
SLR.
I started working for the high school newspaper
shooting sports and continued shooting different
types of sports throughout my college years. I did
the wedding photographer gig for a while but
burned out and decided to quit photography to
focus on my career as an Aerospace Engineer for a
small aerospace company called Boeing.
About 15 years ago I heard about this new thing
called a “Digital Camera”. I bought one and love
it. A few years later I upgraded to a Canon 60D
DSLR followed by the Canon 5D Mark IV full
frame. Last August I sold my Canon 5D Mark IV
and all my EF lens and made the jump to the new
Canon mirrorless R5 system and have been very
impressed with the focus tracking and sharpness.
I love photographing all type of sports (except
baseball) and anything else that moves quickly
(i.e., dancers, birds, etc.) as I like freezing the
photo at the peak of action. I don’t limit my
photography to just sports as I like photographing
people, places and other beautiful and interesting
things that surround us.
In 2019 I was looking for a professionally run
camera club and decided to check out PPLAC. I
was impressed by the high caliber of photographers
and felt I could improve my photography by
joining. Later that year I was asked to take over as
director of the quarterly image competitions which
I have been doing ever since.
As COVID-19 restrictions relax and things start to
go back to normal, I am looking forward to getting
out and photographing more with my new Canon
R5 mirrorless camera.

PPLAC Welcomes our Newest Member
Robert Gillies

Shoot and Share
April 2021

Congratulations to our
Shoot and Share Winner
March 2021
Rob White

Coming Events
April 22, 2021
Rebecca Li

Second DPC of the Year
May 27, 2021
The Second DPC of the year will be
May 27, 2021!
COME JOIN US! Our May 27th ZOOM DPC is open to all!
If you are not a PPLAC member you are welcome to join us, see
outstanding photography and hear critiques by our highly
experienced judges.

Image Submission Opens:
Friday, May 14 at 12:01 AM
Image Submission Closes:
Sunday, May 16
11:00 PM
Competition Date:
Thursday, May 27, 2021
Social Hour: 6:30 PM
Judging: 7:00 PM
Due to the concern about the Covid 19 pandemic and current local restrictions, our second DPC of the year will
be held online through PrintCompetition.com. Many affiliates nationwide have used this service for years as
their method of conducting their image competitions and it is a proven system. You will submit your images
through PrintCompetition.com and NOT in the usual way through the PPLAC website.

Please review the DPC rules carefully before submitting your
images as several changes have been made to the rules for this
competition year.
As always, make sure your dues are up to date prior to submission. Only those
members who are in good standing may enter the competition.
For further information check our website at https://www.pplac.org
If you have any questions, please contact our DPC Director via email
at pplacimagecomp@gmail.com

February Best Of Show
Nikki Washburn
"Simply Homeless"

Need DPC Help?

Sponsor of the Month
hhttps://www.professionalphotographersinsurance.co

Professional
Photographers
Insurance
Howard Burkholz
Allstate Insurance
hburkholz@allstate.com

Sponsor News
Silent Auction Item for April
Our Silent Auction item for April will be DxO PhotoLab 4.
Anthropics company for Portrait Pro 21 Studio Max:
New, AI-powered PortraitPro 21 portrait-editing software is here! Designed to deliver
professional results in minutes, it enables photographers quickly and easily to retouch the
skin, resculpt features, reduce noise, modify shadows and brightness, clone and remove
objects, replace skies and bring outdoors into the studio, and offers a further array of easyto-use retouching tools for magazine-quality results.

DxO company for DXO Lab 4:
DxO PhotoLab 4 is the most advanced photo-editing software on the market. Featuring an
artificial intelligence technology capable of simultaneously denoising and demosaicing
images, a dynamic workspace that can be personalized, batch renaming, a watermarking
tool, and more, DxO PhotoLab 4 will transform the way you edit your photographs.

Jixipix Software:
Jixipix is providing our members the code PPLACFREE to download their Black and
White program (listed under Hobbyist/Enthusiast Apps)..."Dramatic Black & White"...for
free.

StudioMagic®
StudioMagic, (a LayerCake Elements company) has the most extensive collection of special
effects software and Virtual Sets on the planet.
Each collection has an array of fabulous masked drag and drop elements. All in all there are
thousands of masked elements to choose from. All products are compatible with software
programs that use layers.
As a special offer for PPLAC members please enjoy a 30% DISCOUNT off of any product
in the store, (promotional sales excluded).

Please call Alan Mayer, CEO, Layercake Elements at 818-726-5028 to order the collection
and receive your discount.
Upon the order a product link will be sent to you to download the product. Shipping is
available.

Topaz Software:
Topaz Software is giving our members the ability to purchase their products at 15%
discount...the code is pplac15.

ProLab Digital

Sharon Lobel Photography
Ready to Dust Off Your Camera & Get Outside????
Join me April 9 – 10 – 11, 2021
Llano, CA. (Southeast of
Palmdale)
$200.00 per person
Includes…
Two Nights of Hands-On
Photography
PLUS - BBQ & Wine Tasting
PLUS - Vineyard Photography
PLUS – Aviation & Glider
Photography
Mask & Social Distancing
required.
Transportation, Lodging &
Meals Not Included. (Except
specified).
Hotels available in Palmdale (20

mins away).
Limit 10 people
Sign Up Deadline – April 5, 2021.
Itinerary & Details once paid.
Email or call me for questions.
ShutterBugSharon@aol.com
818-802-7597

Find a Photographer
If you would like to have your business added to our "Find a Photographer" link, or want to update
your information, please go to the website at https://www.pplac.org, click on the Membership
button under "Contact Us" and send your information.

Help Wanted

PPC News
https://ppconline.com/

2021 Image Comp Awards
 after PPC State Board Meeting

WCS News
https://ppconline.com/wcs/2020-west-coast-school/

PPA News
Please note that PPA has a page
dedicated to what is available. You do
NOT need to be a PPA member to look at
what's there.....and they are offering a lot
of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT
PPA - Professional Photographers of
America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303

1-800 786-6277

https://www.ppa.com/inittogether

