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“A good photograph is one that communicates a fact,
touches the heart and leaves the viewer a changed person
for having seen it.”

Irving Penn

Greetings, PPLAC Members:
 
Great quote. Want it in one word? Impact. Have you noticed how that one word comes
up time and time again when talking about great photographs? Develop your technical
skills, master your camera gear, but in back of everything you create, how does it
touch the soul, how does it stir the heart? Granted, not every photograph is going to be
a masterpiece but when you consistently strive to incorporate the disciplines laid out
here, it is amazing how it will elevate your work.
 
For our PPLAC Photo Review in September, we went over the photos collected from
our annual PPLAC Outing to the Wings Over Camarillo air show in August. After
pouring through 41 photos it was determined that first prize went to Heather Dinkins
for her artistic creation of a … truck! Yep, a truck photo from the air show won! How
did that happen? Well, first of all, it was a great photo. But there was a catch: There
was also a static display of vintage cars and trucks as part of the air show, all
beautifully aligned on a portion of the airfield. So those images captured there
qualified to be part of the overall photo review. Heather took advantage of that and
won. Again, congratulations, Heather!
 
Speaking of PPLAC Outings, our September outing took us to Valencia for a put-
what-you-learned-into-practice venture into Youth Sports Photography. Our own
Kevin Karzin, with over forty years of professional photography experience under his
belt in sports photography, shared tips, techniques, and insights into sports
photography at our monthly in-person meeting in Playa Vista. Then, that Saturday six
of us met at the William S. Hart Sports Complex in Valencia to photograph the
opening day of fall baseball for hundreds of kids, ages five through high school. It was

https://www.pplac.org/2025-list-of-events
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-Photography-Meetup/
https://ppconline.com/
https://www.ppa.com/
https://ppconline.com/
https://www.westcoastschool.com/
https://ppconline.com/vendor-partners/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=717fef90-40f9-4a06-b8c8-51ed477e6e3e


a great time for one and all. The PPLAC Photo Review for that will take place
Wednesday evening, October 15th, at 7 PM. The link for the Zoom will come out a
couple of days ahead of the event. 
 
And speaking of our PPLAC in-person meetings, for the month of October, we will
finally see the culmination of the “30 Days of Photography” program that we set into
motion months ago. Remember what Frank Damon challenged us do in this unique
venture? Photograph something every day for 30 days straight. It can be a sun set one
day and a trash can the next day. It’s up to you! Well, now we will be sharing
everyone’s results. Join us October 23rd at 6:30 PM at the Clubhouse in Playa Vista
and find out!
 
 
 
“Keep on clickin’!”
 
John Powers
M.Photog.Cr., CPP, M-PPC
PPLAC President
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BECOME A MEMBER!

We are always looking for new
members to join PPLAC. Whether you
are a working professional or someone
who wants to actively grow their
skillsets to just take better
photographs, we welcome all engaged
& enthusiastic Image Makers!

TO FIND OUT MORE
contact Roy Patience

AND JOIN US AT
OUR NEXT IN-PERSON MEETING!

OCTOBER 23, 2025 @
6:30PM

CenterPointe Clubhouse
6200 Playa Vista Drive

Playa Vista, 90094

(free parking)

https://ppconline.com/wcs/
https://ppconline.com/wcs/
mailto:roypatience@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6200+Playa+Vista+Dr,+Playa+Vista,+CA+90094/@33.9707625,-118.4285563,1753m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x80c2b0907755af3d:0x191e6d9e601c0fcb!8m2!3d33.9707625!4d-118.425976!16s%2Fg%2F11bw406zjb?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQwMi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


SAVE THE DATE
Meetings and Events

Come join our monthly meetings held on the 
4th Thursday of Each Month 
(unless it falls on a holiday). 

October 6-9
Eastern Sierra Adventure

October 12
Mathias Botanical Garden Outing

October 15
Youth Sports
Photo Review

October 23
General Membership Meeting

Guest Speaker
Frank Damon
"Project 365"

October 29
Eastern Sierra
Photo Review

November 1
Dia de Los Muertos Outing

November 5
Mathias Botanical Garden Photo

Review

November 19
Day of the Dead Photo Review

November 20
DPC #4

*Please note our speakers/schedule may
​change at any time. Please check our

website for more details

FUN FACT
​

Did You Know?

The human eye equivalent
of f-stop is f/8.3 in bright
conditions and f/2 in dark

conditions.

STAY CONNECTED

    

PPLAC is pleased to announce
our

OCTOBER
SPONSOR:

Anthropics Collection

SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

https://www.pplac.org/calendar
https://www.pplac.org/2025-list-of-events
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC
https://www.instagram.com/pplac2024/
https://www.pplac.org/


SEPTEMBER IMAGE REVIEWS



IMAGE OF THE MONTH

First Place Image by Heather Dinkins
Outing at "Wings Over Camarillo" air show.



OCTOBER GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING



OCTOBER OUTINGS
for additional information contact: Liz Chalmers

mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com




MEMBERS EXTRA

Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP)

When traveling abroad, with or without your camera, consider enrolling in the
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program. STEP Enrollment saved a PPLAC member
from spending months in China when the Corona Virus outbreak occurred in
2020!

STEP is a free service offered by the U.S. Department of State that allows
U.S. citizens and nationals to register their trip abroad. This helps the nearest
U.S. embassy or consulate contact you quickly and accurately in case of an
emergency.



Benefits of Enrolling in STEP

Receive real-time alerts about health, weather, safety, and security
issues in your destination country.

Stay informed using resources from the local U.S. embassy.

Get help in emergencies such as natural disasters, civil unrest, or
family emergencies.

Assistance with STEP-related technical issues is available.

2025 ADVENTURES
please contact: Liz Chalmers

PLEASE NOTE:
NEW PPLAC Adventure fee structure for non-members

and non-shooting guests.
$70 for PPLAC Members (no change)
$100 for Non-Member Photographers

$50 for Non-Shooting Attendees
**Even with the slight increase in fees, this is still, far

and away, the best value ever in the history of
photographic adventures!**

mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com


EXCITING ADVENTURES FOR
2026!

We're Thrilled to Announce our
​Adventure Opportunities for Next Year!!

Stay Tuned for Details!



 









PPLAC Sponsors
​your support means the world to us!

DXO

Imagenomic

Luminar Neo from Skylum

On1

Paul's Photo

ProLab D ​igital
​

Radiant Photo

StudioMagic
 

Think Tank

​Topaz Labs-PhotoAI

2025 PPLAC Board of Directors
OFFICERS

President
John Powers

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers,

Workshops)
Liz Chalmers

2nd Vice President

DIRECTORS

Webmaster
John Grusd

Newsletter Editor
Eleanor Gray

Digital Photographic
Competition Director

Kevin Karzin

DEPUTY CHAIR

​Digital
Photographic
Competition

Tim Hintz

Digital
Photographic
Competition
Moderators

https://www.dxo.com/
https://www.imagenomic.com/
https://skylum.com/luminar
https://www.on1.com/
https://paulsphoto.com/
https://www.prolabdigital.com/
https://radiantimaginglabs.com/
https://www.layercakeelements.com/
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/
https://www.topazlabs.com/topaz-photo-ai
mailto:johnepowers@hotmail.com
mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com


(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary
Heather Dinkins

Parliamentarian
Nikki Washburn

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management
Chair

Mel Carll

Hospitality
Leslie Geffen

Mel Carll
John Powers
Bob Young

Event
Photographer

Angela Chen ​

​PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS
OF CALIFORNIA ​

News

NEW VENUE FOR WEST COAST SCHOOL
2026

mailto:roypatience@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.pplac@gmail.com






PPA
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF AMERICA

If you are curious or interested in
becoming a Certified Professional
Photographer, learn more here.

Did You Know?  PPA has a page dedicated
to what is available. You DO NOT need to be
a PPA member to look at their website.....and
they are offering a lot of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT!!
PPA - Professional Photographers of America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303
1 (800) 786-6277

    

Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County

https://www.ppa.com/
https://www.ppa.com/credentials-mem/cpp-mem
https://www.ppa.com/events
https://www.ppa.com/
https://www.ppa.com/inittogether
tel:1-800-786-6277
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC
https://www.instagram.com/pplac2024/
https://www.pplac.org/
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