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2024 President John Po

“You don't make a photograph just with a camera. You bring to the act of photography all the pictures
you have seen, the books you have read, the music you have heard, the people you have loved.”

Ansel Adams

To our wonderful members of PPLAC:

First: Okay, okay, I get it. This letter is far too long. I assure you, future letters from me will be
shorter. Now that we’ve got that out of the way, on to what’s in my heart:

It is both an honor and a privilege to serve you as our incoming president for 2024. Thank you for having
the courage and faith in entrusting me with this sacred responsibility. I will do my very best to live up to
the expectations and desires we share to keep our wonderful organization robust, thriving, and growing,



both individually and organizationally.

As I assume the presidency, I want to acknowledge our outgoing president, Nikki Washburn. Thank you
again, Nikki, for leading us through the past two years. Balancing your work and responsibilities was no
easy task and you did it with ease, grace, and charm!

Speaking of Nikki, how about a “shout out” to the amazing “Nikki and Mel team” that put together our
wonderful Open House?! You two make a great team … in more ways than one … and what you
achieved was a stellar evening for one and all. Again, thank you for all your hard work, creative input,
and what turned out to be a first-class event!

This leads me to one more “shout out”: thank you to Paul’s Camera, and specifically to Mark Comon for
graciously opening up his Creative Photo Academy classroom for our PPLAC Open House. His
generous support and infectious enthusiasm that evening is greatly appreciated!

To our incoming board, what a stellar group of photographers and friends we have, all assembled under
one banner. With their experience, leadership, and warm spirits, we are going to have fun this year! I
look forward to working with each and every one personally! Thank you for stepping up and giving of
your time and resources to make PPLAC the great organization it is!

And, finally, and certainly not least, to our members at large: I am here for YOU! It is our goal, our desire,
our wish that we can use this platform to further your photographic skills and at the same time, enhance
our personal relationships along the way, growing together regardless of our photographic skill level;
from hobbyist and avid fan to professional photographer.

I would be remiss if I did not mention the accolades that were celebrated at our annual meeting. For
2023, our Architecture Photographer of the Year is John Grusd, our Wedding/Event Photographer of the
Year is Eleanor Gray, our Nature Photographer of the Year is Mel Carll, our Open Photographer of the
Year is Kevin Karzin, our Portrait Photographer of the Year is John Powers, our Photojournalism
Photographer of the Year is Kevin Karzin, and our Landscape Photographer of the Year is John
Grusd. And our prestigious Photographer of the Year with his amazing award-winning photographs is
the one and only Gary Parsons. Congratulations to every one of you; well deserved honors!

Looking at February, we have some exciting events already set, all thanks to our new 1st Vice President,
Liz Chambers. On Sunday, February 25th we are going to Riverside for the annual Dickensfest. Details
are forthcoming! Listed below are more opportunities you may want to personally explore. 

Be sure to take advantage of our upcoming events and don’t forget that February is our first Digital
Photographic Competition (DPC) of the year. Submissions via Printcompetition.com is February 5th –
11th with our actual DPC taking place via Zoom on Thursday evening, 6:00 PM, February 22nd. Good
luck to everyone – be sure to submit! You can’t grow if you don’t participate!

Okay, that is far too much from me! Thank you for your patience!

Keep on clickin’!

John Powers, M.Photo.Cr., CPP
PPLAC President

From: Mark Comon <mark@paulsphoto.com>
Date: Fri, Jan 19, 2024 at 8:55 AM
Subject: THANK YOU
To: Mel Carll
Nikki & Mel
Please forward this on to the PPLAC crew
 
PPLAC Photographers,

THANK YOU for allowing me to be part of your awesome awards ceremony last night.

It was fun to get to meet so many new friends and re-connect with familiar faces.

mailto:mark@paulsphoto.com


We hope you enjoyed your evening in the Creative Photo Academy classroom.

We look forward to many more events and evenings of inspiration.

THANK YOU for your support of our camera store.

We work hard everyday to help you make your best photos.
It takes all of us working together to make this happen.
See ya soon!
 
Mark Comon
PAUL’S PHOTO
23845 Hawthorne Bl
Torrance CA 90505
310-375-7014
paulsphoto.com
creativephotoacademy.com
 
USA’s Best Camera Store- DIGITAL IMAGING REPORTER 2012
Best Camera Store- EASY READER- 2022-1999 
Best Camera Store- DAILY BREEZE- 2022-1999
 
Join us online today:

Facebook        https://www.facebook.com/markcomon/ 
https://www.facebook.com/paulsphoto
   https://www.facebook.com/CreativePhotoAcademy
Instagram        https://www.instagram.com/markcomon/   
https:/www.instagram.com/paulsphotoinc/ 
   https://www.instagram.com/creativephotoacademy/
YouTube         https://www.youtube.com/c/PAULSPHOTO

Coming Events
&

General Meetings
Come join our monthly meetings held on the 4th
Thursday of each month (unless it falls on a

holiday). 

Save The Date
Meetings and

Events

Visit our Meetup Calendar
or website for more details**

January 28, 2024
PPLAC Outing - LA Zoo

February 5, 2024
DPC Submissions Open

February 11, 2024
DPC Submissions Close

February 22, 2024
First DPC of the year

Stay Connected
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/

Meet Up
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-

Photography-Meetup/

PPLAC is a Proud Affliliate
of...

PPC
https://ppconline.com/

PPA
https://www.ppa.com/

PPLAC
 Sponsors

https://www.google.com/maps/search/23845+Hawthorne+Bl+%0D%0A+Torrance+CA+90505?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/23845+Hawthorne+Bl+%0D%0A+Torrance+CA+90505?entry=gmail&source=g
http://paulsphoto.com/
http://creativephotoacademy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/markcomon/
https://www.facebook.com/CreativePhotoAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/markcomon/
https://www.instagram.com/paulsphotoinc/
https://www.instagram.com/creativephotoacademy/
https://www.youtube.com/c/PAULSPHOTO
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sUy2SJUtqtdBbxKrGFRyyf7AjoMBWdRBsJfhCxVLH6qgnxgi7sz3QATeON6o_QXA5cSeCexrRhP6REUTOV3MRwpVkANM1uAkSzjwVPR1lCP-AQSOn7Mj1jv6ldYN4ATychG0G9XFteG-KPy59S8GUI7xQPJCNCDoLqKbep2ILhHfbq2xivF_e3_lx_Y2y2idQHsyHJy0jcxJ7zdQqWcxdUdr5-ksJdHu&c=FA0gfFHTpN-7hYIG3Snz_EEKmtUsiM5DvZBH8HaV8LGg_nQFPZXLUg==&ch=gunsXz_pajeKJyoDwftKLV9mXD3LJHsiF8Kc5BBQtdw45CtrOvNeqA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sUy2SJUtqtdBbxKrGFRyyf7AjoMBWdRBsJfhCxVLH6qgnxgi7sz3QATeON6o_QXA5cSeCexrRhP6REUTOV3MRwpVkANM1uAkSzjwVPR1lCP-AQSOn7Mj1jv6ldYN4ATychG0G9XFteG-KPy59S8GUI7xQPJCNCDoLqKbep2ILhHfbq2xivF_e3_lx_Y2y2idQHsyHJy0jcxJ7zdQqWcxdUdr5-ksJdHu&c=FA0gfFHTpN-7hYIG3Snz_EEKmtUsiM5DvZBH8HaV8LGg_nQFPZXLUg==&ch=gunsXz_pajeKJyoDwftKLV9mXD3LJHsiF8Kc5BBQtdw45CtrOvNeqA==
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-Photography-Meetup/
https://ppconline.com/


February 25, 2024
PPLAC Outing - Dickensfest

March 28, 2023
General Meeting

April 25, 2024
General Meeting

May 13 - 16, 2024
King's Canyon Adventure

May 23, 2024
DPC

June 27, 2024
General Meeting

July 25, 2024
General Meeting

August 22, 2024
DPC

September 26
General Meeting

October 24, 2024
General Meeting

November 21, 2024
DPC

*Please note that speakers/schedule may
change at any time.

**https://www.pplac.org/calendar

2024 Officers
President

John Powers

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers, Workshops)

Liz Chalmers

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary
Teresa Pepe

Digital Photographic
Competition Director

Gary Parsons

Digital Photographic
Competition Co-Chair

Kevin Karzin

DxO
 https://www.dxo.com/

Imagenomic
https://www.imagenomic.com/ 

Jixipix Software
https://jixipix.com/

Luminar Neo from Skylum
https://skylum.com/luminar

On1
https://www.on1.com/

ProLab D igital
https://www.prolabdigital.com/

StudioMagic
https://www.layercakeelements.com

 Think Tank
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/

Topaz Labs
https://www.topazlabs.com/topaz-

photo-ai

March Silent Auction
On1 Photo Raw Max 2024

https://www.on1.com/

February
Sponsor of the Month

Prolab Digital
https://www.prolabdigital.com/

Special Award - George DeLoache

https://www.thinktankphoto.com/


Digital Photographic
Competition Moderators

Mel Carll
Bob Young

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management Chair
Mel Carll

Newsletter
Teresa Pepe/Eleanor Gray

Webmaster
John Grusd

Parliamentarian
Nikki Washburn

Event Photographer
Angela Chen

2023 Photographer of the Year
Gary Parsons

Guest Speaker Mark Comon

2024 Open House and Awards Ceremony
January 18, 2024

Highlights



2023 PPLAC
Photographer of the Year

Gary Parsons



PPLAC 2023
Photographer of the Year

Architecture Category
John Grusd

PPLAC 2023
Photographer of the Year

Landscape Category
John Grusd

PPLAC 2023
Photographer of the Year

Nature Category
Mel Carll

PPLAC 2023
Photographer of the Year

Portrait Category
John Powers

PPLAC 2023
Photographer of the Year
Photojournalism Category

Kevin Karzin (no image available)

PPLAC 2023
Photographer of the Year

Open Category
Kevin Karzin (no image available)

PPLAC 2023
Photographer of the Year
Wedding/Event Category

Eleanor Gray (no image available)



Judge's Choice Award 2023
John Grusd

Robin Swanson swears in
the new 2024 Board



Coming Events!
Meetings/Outings

February 22, 2024
DPC #1



Further information coming soon.



Outings/Safaris/Adventures

January Outing

February Outing



May Adventure





Sponsor of the Month
ProLab Digital

https://www.prolabdigital.com/

Photo Opportunities





PPC News
https://ppconline.com/

https://ppconline.com/
https://ppconline.com/
https://ppconline.com/








WCS News
https://ppconline.com/wcs/2020-west-
coast-school/

















PPA News
https://www.ppa.com/

The 12 Elements
of a Merit Image

https://www.ppa.com/ppmag/articles/1
2-elements-of-a-merit-image

If you are curious or interested in
becoming a Certified Professional
Photographer check out the PPA link
below:

https://www.ppa.com/credentials-
mem/cpp-mem

Please note that PPA has a page
dedicated to what is available. You DO
NOT need to be a PPA member to look
at their website.....and they are offering a
lot of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT
PPA - Professional Photographers of
America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303
1-800 786-6277
https://www.ppa.com/inittogether

Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County | 10736 Jefferson Blvd., #859, Culver City,
CA 90230 pplacnewsletter24@gmail.com
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