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“When people look at my pictures,
I want them to feel the way they do when they want

to read a line of a poem twice.”
Robert Frank

Greetings, PPLAC Members:
 
The above quote eloquently captures the essence of profound soul-driven
discoveries. If you’ve ever read a passage of poetry that suddenly, unexpectedly
moved you to the point where you stopped and you had to go back and re-read
it again, and this time slowly, savoring every word, you then know what Robert
Frank is referring to here. That is what I aspire to in my photographic work as
well. My desire, my hope, my goal is that I can create an image where someone
will look at it and then suddenly stop and want to look at it again, this time
studying it, letting their eye rest at various points, and allowing the entire
image to soak into the soul of the viewer. May you seek that very essence in
your work also.  
 
June was quite an eventful month! We kicked it off with our PPLAC Photo
Review of Huntington Library and Gardens. As you may know, we review the
images and then vote for our three top favorites. For the first time since I
created this event five years ago, someone actually took first, second, AND
third place. Whom may that be?! None other than our own Mel Carll! Way to
go, Mel!
 
And speaking of Mel, who is also the Executive Director of West Coast School,
the second week of June was this epic event. It was a great experience and for
all those that attended, including yours truly, it was well worth it! Please,
please, please plan on attending next June … you will not regret it! 
 
In the third week of June we held our second PPLAC Photo Review, this time
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covering the John Grusd-led PPLA Adventure, “Waterfalls and Mount
Shasta.” First place went to Larry White, second place to Roy Patience,
and third place to Ken Alexander. Congratulations, gentlemen!
 
And in the fourth week of June we held our monthly in-person meeting in
Playa Vista with Dan Holmes sharing his insightful work on surreal
landscape (Surrealscape) and Frank Damon taking us through the first
steps in our upcoming “30 Days of Photography.”  Dan’s creative insights
were both inspiring and thought-provoking. Be sure to try it out yourself! And
as for Frank’s challenge, look for a more in-depth guidance in the days ahead.
 
Finally, we welcome two more members to the fold: Rich Rameriz and
Annie Slagboom. So delighted to have you both join us for the exciting times
ahead!

“Keep on clickin’!”

John Powers
M.Photog.Cr., CPP, M-PPC
PPLAC President
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West Coast School

BECOME A MEMBER!

We are always looking for new members to
join PPLAC. Whether you are a working
professional or someone who wants to
actively grow their skillsets to just take
better photographs, we welcome all
engaged & enthusiastic Image Makers!

TO FIND OUT MORE
contact Roy Patience

AND JOIN US AT
OUR NEXT IN-PERSON MEETING!

JULY 24, 2025 @ 6:30PM

CenterPointe Clubhouse
6200 Playa Vista Drive

Playa Vista, 90094
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(free parking)

SAVE THE DATE
Meetings and Events

Come join our monthly meetings held on
the 

4th Thursday of Each Month 
(unless it falls on a holiday). 

July 21-22nd
Joshua Tree Overnight

(NEW!)

July 24th
General Membership

Meeting
Guest Speaker
John Powers

"Travel Photography"

August 16th
Wings Over Camarillo

August 1st
DPC Entries Open

August 17th
DPC Entries Close

August 28th
DPC #3

September 25
General Membership

Meeting
Guest Speaker
Kevin Karzin

"Youth Sports"

September 27
Workshop-Kevin Karzin

"Youth Sports"

October 23
General Membership

Meeting
Guest Speaker
Frank Damon
"Project 365"

November 1
Dia de Los Muertos

November 20
DPC #4

*Please note our speakers/schedule
may

​change at any time. Please check our
website for more details

FUN FACT
​

Did You Know?

Leland Stanford (yes, that
Stanford) hired

photographer Eadweard
Muybridge to settle a debate:

Is there ever a point in a horse’s
full gallop when all four hooves

leave the ground?

Muybridge used 12 cameras and
a tripwire shutter rig to prove
that all four hooves are indeed

off the ground at the same time.
(Some say that the debate,
besides being a matter of

scholarly interest, also involved a
$25,000 bet.)

June Image of the Month by Mel Carll

STAY CONNECTED
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PPLAC is pleased to announce our

JULY SPONSOR:

Luminar Neo: Seamless Editing | Get Creative with
Luminar Neo
Luminar Neo is photo editing software application which
is available for both Windows and Macs. It empowers
photographers of all skill levels to unleash their
creativity and bring their vision to life with advanced AI-
driven technologies, while still providing complete
artistic control over the final result.
 

It enhances photos of any genre, including landscapes,
portraits, street photos, etc.

JUNE FEATURED ARTICLE
THE TREACHERY of IMAGES
by John Grusd

Photography is unique among the arts because there is an implied,
“truth” about photographic images. We always start with a real-life
subject from the real-life world. But from that moment on,
everything we as photographers do becomes interpretive. The
“treachery” is that the image is often confused with the real thing.
THE REAL THING AND AN INTERPRETATION ARE NOT THE SAME!

In the real world there is no cropping, no black and white, no
dodging or burning, no blurring, no freezing action and no other
photographic technique that we use in-camera or in processing.
Everything we do is artificial. The real ”truth”, is that the image with
regards to the subject, is not the thing itself. It is always, and
forever, a representation of the thing itself.

The old example is true. If you put a hundred photographers in front
of the same subject, the results will be a hundred different versions
of that subject. Each of us brings our own mix of biases, our own
histories, our experiences and our own notions of aesthetics to our
images. Which one is the “correct” representation of those hundred
images? None of them! … and all of them!

Images are artistic representations, interpolations, approximations,
distillations, summations, interpretations and abstractions of the
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subject. Always! They are always some “other” versions of the
subject. Not the subject itself.

This discussion is really all about you! (the photographers!)

Without you, there is no photography! Each of us is a unique filter
through which images are realized. When we view the works of
famous photographers, know that they experienced exactly the
same filtering mechanism that influences your work. If you learn
anything valuable from this essay, I hope it’s the realization that it
is the photographer (you!) that is the most important part of your
photography! Certainly, you need to master your tools as any artist
must do but the thing that distinguishes your work from everyone
else’s is YOU!

Art as “Representation”. This is not a new notion:

Galen Rowell (Photographer) – “You don’t need more equipment –
You need to be more in touch with what you are seeing.”

Edgar Degas (Artist) - “It’s not WHAT you see but HOW you see it.”

Eliott Erwitt (Photographer) - “To me, photography is an art of
observation. It’s about finding something interesting in an ordinary
place… I’ve found it has little to do with the things you see and
everything to do with the way you see them.”

Henry David Thoreau (Writer) - “It’s not what you look at that
matters, it’s what you see.”

George Nelson (Designer) - “Seeing is not a unique, God-given
talent, but a discipline. It is (can be) learned.”

This is something you have to work at!

About photographic truth: There is an unfortunate opinion that in-
camera techniques and processing in photography are somehow
forms of cheating. Nothing is farther from the truth. All of those
processes have been a part of photography since its inception.
Manipulation of the subject/image IS photography! Certainly,
photography can be used for documentary purposes, but at its core
and for its entire history, photography is and has always been an
expressive art form. To repeat: The subject in an image is not the
thing itself. It’s an interpretation!

It's YOUR interpretation! You bring your unique perspective to
photography, something all of your very own. That is completely
normal, acceptable and in fact, desirable. Go out a develop your
sense of “seeing” as well as the rest of your photography skills. And
remember that being an artist is an evolutionary state. You will
constantly learn and reevaluate your sense of aesthetics along your
artistic journey. Don’t rely on image competition as your only source
of knowledge. Visit galleries and museums to learn what else is
possible. Be open to what you see and know that we are just
scratching the surface of photography’s potential. We hope you will



take some inspiration from these thoughts and that they may help
you to move toward your own pathway in photography!

And finally…

Don’t forget the treachery of images!

Photographs are Representation!

Photography is Interpretation!

Photographers (that means you!) are Interpreters!

JUNE HIGHLIGHTS

JUNE 26TH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
GUEST SPEAKER DAN HOLMES

"Experimental Art, The Dawn of the Surrealscape"

Guest Speaker: Dan Holmes



(Left to Right) Kevin Karzin, Andrew Lewis, Ira Mintz and Teresa Pepe

(Left to Right) Rear: John Grusd, Ron Kaplan, Nikki Washburn, and
Mel Carll

Front: Rob White, Daniel Legouest



Heather Dinkins and Dan Holmes



Frank Damon

JUNE OUTINGS



JUNE IMAGE REVIEWS





IMAGES OF THE MONTH

​Mount Shasta
Photo Review

1st Place
Winner

Larry White



Huntington
Library &
Gardens -

Photo Review
1st Place
Winner

Mel Carll

JULY HIGHLIGHTS

JULY GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING



JULY OUTINGS
for additional information contact: Liz Chalmers

mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com


Join us for the
30 Day Photography Challenge

PPLAC is excited to introduce a new photography challenge
to our members: 30 Day Photographic Journey. This

challenge can begin anytime, starting today - but cannot
start later than September 1st. The only requirement we ask
is quite simple - take one photograph every day for 30 days,

using a camera or phone. 

We hope you will find this challenge rewarding in many ways
- boosting your creativity, looking and seeing new things

every day, improving your skills and project planning,
encouraging experimentation, and expanding your artistic



toolkit!

At our October General Meeting, we’ll invite all participants
to stand and briefly share four favorite images, along with

insights gained, lessons learned, or anything meaningful they
experienced."

2025 ADVENTURES
please contact: Liz Chalmers

PLEASE NOTE:
NEW PPLAC Adventure fee structure for non-members

and non-shooting guests.
$70 for PPLAC Members (no change)
$100 for Non-Member Photographers

$50 for Non-Shooting Attendees
**Even with the slight increase in fees, this is still, far

and away, the best value ever in the history of
photographic adventures!**

mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com




EXCITING ADVENTURES FOR
2026!



We're Thrilled to Announce our
​Adventure Opportunities for Next Year!!

Stay Tuned for Details!

 









PHOTO OPPORTUNITY



PPLAC Sponsors
​your support means the world to us!

DXO

Imagenomic

Luminar Neo from Skylum

On1

Paul's Photo

ProLab D ​igital
​

Radiant Photo

StudioMagic
 

Think Tank

​Topaz Labs-PhotoAI

2025 PPLAC Board of Directors
OFFICERS

President
John Powers

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers,

Workshops)
Liz Chalmers

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary
Heather Dinkins

Parliamentarian
Nikki Washburn

DIRECTORS

Webmaster
John Grusd

Newsletter Editor
Eleanor Gray

Digital Photographic
Competition Director

Kevin Karzin

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management
Chair

Mel Carll

Hospitality
Leslie Geffen

DEPUTY CHAIR

​Digital
Photographic
Competition

Tim Hintz

Digital
Photographic
Competition
Moderators

Mel Carll
John Powers
Bob Young

Event
Photographer

Angela Chen ​

​PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS
OF CALIFORNIA ​

https://www.dxo.com/
https://www.imagenomic.com/
https://skylum.com/luminar
https://www.on1.com/
https://paulsphoto.com/
https://www.prolabdigital.com/
https://radiantimaginglabs.com/
https://www.layercakeelements.com/
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/
https://www.topazlabs.com/topaz-photo-ai
mailto:johnepowers@hotmail.com
mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com
mailto:roypatience@gmail.com
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News
FOR ONE

WEEK

JUNE 7-12,
2026

​LEARN
FROM
THE
BEST



Call 1 (800) 439-5839 ext 3

tel:1-800-439-5839


PPA
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF AMERICA

If you are curious or interested in
becoming a Certified Professional
Photographer, learn more here.

Did You Know?  PPA has a page dedicated
to what is available. You DO NOT need to be
a PPA member to look at their website.....and
they are offering a lot of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT!!
PPA - Professional Photographers of America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303
1 (800) 786-6277

    

Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County

https://www.ppa.com/
https://www.ppa.com/credentials-mem/cpp-mem
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