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November 2025

“Why, yes, I'd love to take your photos for free.
That’s exactly why I spend thousands of dollars on all
this equipment”

Anonymous

Greetings, PPLAC Members:

I'm sure this is something most of us has encountered. There are two sides of the
coin with this quote ... and attitude. On one side, there is no way we are taking
photos for free. We paid for all that equipment, taken all those classes, invested all
that time for a reason: it's a business and we need to make ends meet. On the
other side of the coin, there is the feeling of freedom from stress, from work, from
obligations: You take the photos because you want to, it's an expression of art,
whether you do it for free or not. And, somewhere between these two emotions, lays
the truth for most of us. Don’t be taken for granted! In whatever you do in the
world of photography, do it because you want to, whether you are paid or not. May
it bring you both satisfaction and fulfillment. And may you express your creative
side and be grateful that we have the freedom and opportunity to pursue happiness.
Period!

We normally have one PPLAC Photo Review each month, but for October we were
delighted to have two of them: One for our monthly PPLAC Outing of Youth Sports,
led by our very own Kevin Karzin and the second for our PPLAC Adventure to the
Eastern Sierra, led by the intrepid John Grusd. For the PPLAC Outing of Youth
Sports, out of the wonderful images shared, Mel Carll's sepia-enriched image took
first place. And for the PPLAC Adventure to the Eastern Sierra, Gary Johnson’s
stunning landscape clearly captured the most votes. Congratulations to both Mel
and Gary!

And for our October in-person monthly meeting in Playa Vista, we celebrated the 30
Days of Photography experiment. We selected our top favorite images captured by
those that took part in the venture. We had 52 images submitted! And the overall
winner was Kevin Karzin. Congratulations, Kevin! And then Frank Damon shared
his insights and recommendations, capping an exciting evening for all. We should
seriously consider doing this again next year!


https://www.pplac.org/2025-list-of-events
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-Photography-Meetup/
https://ppconline.com/
https://www.ppa.com/
https://ppconline.com/
https://www.westcoastschool.com/
https://ppconline.com/vendor-partners/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=6d06ff4e-a29c-49de-b0de-13bb783df3d1

Finally, the end of the fiscal year is coming up and that means three exciting events
will take place over the next 90 days.

First up are the elections for the new PPLAC board. Our ballot is available now. To
those who have already voted, thank you! If you haven't, be sure to vote! We have
an exciting Board to recommend to you, but we need your vote. Second, we have
the final Digital Photographic Competition of the year. You definitely want to take
part in that. You can submit your images right now through printcompetition.com.
Be sure to participate! And, finally, as we look into the new year, mark your
calendars for January 22nd - this is our annual PPLAC Open House. We will install
the new PPLAC board and award our Photographers of the Year! And we have a fun
theme for the evening: Dodgers Baseball! You definitely don’t want to miss this!

And a big welcome to our newest member, Diana McDougall, who comes to us by
way of Hermosa Beach. Glad to have you on the team!

“"Keep on clickin’!”
John Powers

M.Photog.Cr., CPP, M-PPC
PPLAC President
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6200 Playa Vista Drive
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SAVE THE DATES

Meetings and Events

Come join our monthly meetings held on the
4th Thursday of Each Month
(unless it falls on a holiday).

November 1
Dia de Los Muertos Outing
DPC #4 Submissions Open

November 9
DPC #4 Submissions Due

November 19
Dia de los Muertos
Photo Review

November 20
DPC #4

December 3
Zoom Meeting
Navigating Photography in the
Age of Artificial Intelligence
Speaker: David Coleman

**HOLIDAY BREAK BEGINS**

January 22, 2026
Annual Open House

January 4 - February 22
Members Only
Gallery Exhibition @
UU Church of Santa Monica

*Please note our speakers/schedule may
change at any time. Please check our
website for more details

FUN FACT

Did You Know?

Developing negatives with
coffee... It is possible to develop
black and white negatives using a
mixture of coffee, vitamin C, and

washing soda...

a process called Caffenol.

STAY CONNECTED

Mssitug

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF GKiIFUHNIk

Community Network
with PPA

MEMBERS EXTRA

INew for 2026!

Request for Content
January Newsletter
How & When Did You Discover Photography?

We are always looking for ways to strengthen our membership and learn more
about each other! Open to Active or Lifetime Members, we'll post one article a
month based on the Newsletter Idea of the Month.

Submit Subject Ideas
Submit an Article


https://www.pplac.org/calendar
https://www.pplac.org/2025-list-of-events
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC
https://www.instagram.com/pplac2024/
https://www.pplac.org/

Reply no later than Saturday, November 8, if interested
Submit your article no later than December 15, 2025
500 words or less

send to: Heather Dinkins

UU Gallery Exhibition Dates

Nov 1-14: Final Image Evaluation by Independent Jury
Nov 15: Membership Notification of Image Acceptance
Nov 18: Payment Due to Roy Patience

TBD: Printed Images Due for Art Installation

Jan 4, 2026: Gallery Opening w/Reception @ 11:30am
Feb 2, 2026: Gallery Closing Date with Reception

IMAGES OF THE MONTH

First Place Image by Mel Carll
Outing for "Youth Sports"”



mailto:secretary.pplac@gmail.com

First Place Image by Gary Johnson
"Eastern Sierra Adventure"




OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS

PPLAC Adventure
“Eastern Sierra Fall Color!”

October 6-9, 2025

St 0

Pictured L to R: Cynthia Daniels, Gary Chamberlain, Ron Kaplan, Dennis Goldstein,
Jaye Pruett, Gary Johnson, Albert Huen, Heather Dinkins, Sharon Martens,
Chris Martens, John Grusd and Alex Andrews. Not pictured: Greg Trainor.

We had a great group of 13 on our October PPLAC Adventure to the Eastern
Sierra! We had a fabulous time photographing improbable arches, fascinating
rock formations, high mountain peaks, vast lakes, tumbling streams,
steaming geothermal sites and deep canyons! Even the fall colors were very
cooperative as you can see! It was a pleasure to share this dynamic California
landscape with such a wonderful group of photographers!

We have scheduled our fun and friendly Photo Review for this Adventure on
Wednesday evening, October 29th. Everyone is invited to view the amazing
photos captured. The link will be posted on the website and blasts before the
event.

Please feel free to join us and support our intrepid Adventurers!

John Grusd
PPLAC Adventure Leader




| PPLAC General Meeting!

Professional Ph raphers of Los Angeles County Th u rSdaVJOCtO ber 23 rd
a 6:30pm

“30 Day Photographic Journey”
FRANK DAMON

Join Us for a Celebration of the 30-Day Photographic Journey!

We’'re excited to showcase the experiences and images from participants of our
30-Day Photographic Journey, which kicked off in June. There was only ONE rule:
take one photo a day for 30 days—using a camera or phone.

Come hear personal stories and reflections on how this simple commitment sparked
creativity and encouraged fresh perspectives. Participants will share favorite
images, creative breakthroughs, and what they learned—or discovered—along the
way. Thanks, Frank, for proposing this creative project!

< Damon is a retired attorney who specialized in insurance
regulatory law. Frank has been a docent at El Pueblo de Los
Angeles. He also served as Chairman of the Board of Shelter
partnership, a leader in the fight to end homelessness in LA. Frank
mentored high school photography students which culminated in an
exhibition entitled “Teen Perspective: Urban Landscape” in DTLA.
His passion in life, in addition to his wife, Linda, is photography. He
feels that the camera is a great invention that has drastically
evolved over the years and has enabled people to also evolve and
grow to find their true vision using this medium. And it is really fun!

rM n 1(F rki ilding!
CenterPointe Clubhouse - 6200 Playa Vista Dr, Playa Vista, CA 90094

OCTOBER IMAGE REVIEWS




PPLAC Outing: “Youth Sports”
The Winning Photographs!

On Saturday moming, September 27® 2025 six of our members made their way to the William
S. Hart Sports Complex in the Valencia area to photograph the Opening Day for fall baseball.

Then, on Wednesday evening, October 15" we had 20 photos to review, comment on, and vote
for. Our first place winner was Mel Carll, receiving a $25 Amazon gift card. Our second place
winner was Heather Dinkins who received a $15 Amazon gift card. And finally, Kevin Karzin
won third place, receiving a $10 Amazon gift card. Congratulations to our winners! And also
big thanks to all who participated with a special thanks to Roy Patience for running the Photo
Review and Kevin Karzin for leading everyone on the PPLAC Outing with his expertise!

First Place: Mel Carll

Second Place: Heather Dinkins Third Place: Kevin Karzin
John Powers

President



PPLAC Adventure: “The Eastern Sterral!™
The Winning Photographs!

From Cetober A2 — 83 2025 | 3 members and Fiends of PPLAC made their way by the Fastern Sierm fora
photographic advenrure thar included stops in Lane PMine and the Mammoth Lake area. Wonderful phatagraphs
were caplured and everyone had a grand time!

Su, on Wednesday evening, Oclober 2O e e together with ather rembers o PPLAC and riemds via Zoom
loak af the 3% images we wanted to share, We discussed cach image and then cvarnrons voted for thair favormes,
The lirst place winner was Gary Tobnson Second wenl 1o Ron Kaplan and third place went w Tohn Grosd. Gary
reeived 4 525 Amazon gift card from PPLAC and Ron received a 515 card and & 5140 gift cand from Amazon went
1o Johi. Congratulations o all wha participated and also big thanks 1o Lie Chalmers Cor helping @ orpanee the trip
and o Roy Putience for maming the Photy Review.

First Place: Gary Johnson

Second Place; Ron Kuplan Third Place: John Grosd

John Pawers
President

UPCOMING EVENTS




Professional Ph raphers of Los Angeles County P P LAC 0 Ut i ng !
| Saturday, Nov 1%t, 2025

Day of the Dead Celebration!

Dia de los Muertos

Hollywood Forever Cemetery
6000 Santa Monica Boulevard

Get your tickets for this exciting event! Hundreds will be gathering to celebrate this
amazing and solemn accasion. Go to https://www.ladayofthedead.com to get your
tickets; they go on sale October 3™, Parking instructions are also detailed at the
same website.

Photas by John Powers

We will meet at 11 AM at the front gate of the Hollywood Forever
Cemetery (6000 Santa Monica Blvd).

If you're interested in attending, contact John Powers at:
johnepowers@hotmail.com




PPLAC DPC
Professional Ph raphers of Los Angeles County November 20, 2025
a 6:00pm

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION!

Join us for our 4th Digital Photographic Competition of
2025 ! Yes, we compete, but it is really a learning
exercise. There is no better way to improve your work
than to receive constructive comments from experienced
and knowledgeable photographers. A panel of 3 judges
evaluates each image submitted into the competition
and they do it live!

November Judges:
Tim Meyer
Marcela Limon
Jessica Vogel

“Caught in the Storm”
by
John Grusd

August
Best of Show

Our DPC is conducted via Zoom meeting. For all of the
details about how to enter as well as how to watch the
competition, go to pplac.org and click on the

“"Photo Competition” tab.

The dates to submit images are November 1 - 9.

Join us on November 20th at 6:00pm!




PPLACSpecial
ZoomjpPresentation

Professional Ph raphers of Los Angeles County

f DECEMDErIBAR025
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Prepare for the future of photography in an era dominated by
artificial intelligence! We are excited to invite you to an in-
sightful online seminar led by the renowned international
photographer, David Coleman. Join us as he explores the
profound impact of AI on the photography world and pro-
vides guidance on how

eExplore how rapid advancements in technology are reshaping the
photography world.

eGet a clear, practical understanding of what AI truly means for cre-
atives like you.

eDiscover essential tools to boost your efficiency, creativity, and
workflows—all while preserving authentic storytelling. Photographers
can adapt and thrive!

David Coleman is an internationally acclaimed photographer
and visual storyteller, born and raised in Mexico. Currently
based in Sarasota, Florida, he has dedicated his life to cap-
turing the world’s beauty through his lens.

Coleman’s extensive travels across seven continents have
allowed him to photograph vibrant festivals and serene
landscapes alike. His work is characterized by its emphasis
on storytelling through color, contrast, and ethical photog-
raphy practices.Known for his engaging seminars, Coleman
inspires camera clubs with practical tips and a heartfelt ap-
proach to photography.

For more information please contact Liz@LizChalmers.com

Zoom Information To Follow




Professional PhI'aphers of Los Angeles County
&

Save The Date!
January 224, 2026
6:00 PM

Annual Open House
Details Forthcoming

Awards! T

Board Installation!

A¢ N, Raffle!
L

Theme: Baseball!
“Go Dodgers!”

ADVENTURES FOR 2026

We're Thrilled For Our
Adventure Opportunities for Next Year!!

please contact: Liz Chalmers

PRICING
$70 for PPLAC Members



mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com

$100 for Non-Member Photographers
$50 for Non-Shooting Attendees

**space is limited / members receive priority reservation**

Four-Day
Professional Ph raphers of Los Angeles County Ad ve n t u re !

4
March 9-12 2025

Winter in Yosemite!

Join us on an exploration to one of
the most extraordinary and certainly

most photogenic places in the world!
L. W

&

T"hank you for your interest in this PP'LAC
Adventure! The response has been overwhelming!

If you are still interested in attending this event,
we have started a Wait List in case there is a
cancellation. Just contact Liz Chalmers and she will
add you to the list.

PPLAC 1st VP, Liz Chalmers - liz@lizchalmers.com




Five-Day
Professional Phnlraphers of Los Angeles County Ad ve n t u re !

r |
May 11-15, 2026

Grand Canyon & Sedona!

Join us as we photograph one of the
most striking geographic features
on the surface of our planet!

G e,
£ Rl =h:f£'& -
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Thank you for your interest in this PPLAC
Adventure! The response has been overwhelming!

If you are still interested in attending this event,
we have started a Wait List in case there is a
cancellation. Just contact Liz Chalmers and she will
add you to the list.

PPLAC 1st VP, Liz Chalmers - liz@lizchalmers.com

Four-Day
Professional PhnI-apbers of Los Angeles County Ad ve n t u re !

" November 2-5, 2026

Death Valley Adventure!

Join us on this epic exploration
to one of the most iconic and
storied places in America!




On this PPLAC Adventure, John Grusd will lead us on a
photographic extravaganza through Death Valley’s
most spectacular landscapes! We will visit the
magnificent dunes, salt playas, and tortured geography
that made it infamous!

John will also present techniques to encourage your
creativity, reveal the photographer’s role in interpreting
subject matter and help you find the path to developmg
your own personal style! -.

The PPLAC Adventure fee includes four days of gmdance,
plenty of handouts, a pre-trip informational Zoom
meeting and a fun, casual post-trip Zoom image review!
$70 (PPLAC Member)

$100 (non-member)

$50 (non-shooter)

Lodging, meals and transportation are not included.
We will be based at the Stovepipe Wells Village Hotel
located at sea level in the middle of Death Valley!

For questions or to register for this event, please contact
Liz Chalmers - liz@lizchalmers.com




Come explore with us on this 4-Day PPLAC Adventure!

PPLAC Sponsors

your support means the world to us!

Anthropics
DXO

Imagenomic

Luminar Neo from Skylum

ProlLab Digital

Radiant Photo

On1l
Paul's Photo

StudioMagic
Think Tank

Topaz Labs-PhotoAl

2025 PPLAC Board of Directors

OFFICERS

President
John Powers

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers,
Workshops)
Liz Chalmers

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary
Heather Dinkins

Parliamentarian

DIRECTORS

Webmaster
John Grusd

Newsletter Editor
Eleanor Gray

Digital Photographic
Competition Director
Kevin Karzin

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management
Chair
Mel Carll

Hospitality
Leslie Geffen

DEPUTY CHAIR

Digital
Photographic
Competition
Tim Hintz

Digital
Photographic
Competition
Moderators
Mel Carll
John Powers
Bob Young

Event
Photographer
Angela Chen



https://www.anthropics.com/
https://www.dxo.com/
https://www.imagenomic.com/
https://skylum.com/luminar
https://www.on1.com/
https://paulsphoto.com/
https://www.prolabdigital.com/
https://radiantimaginglabs.com/
https://www.layercakeelements.com/
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/
https://www.topazlabs.com/topaz-photo-ai
mailto:johnepowers@hotmail.com
mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com
mailto:roypatience@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.pplac@gmail.com

Nikki Washburn

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF [}Ai.lFl]RNIA

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS
OF CALIFORNIA

% WEST COAST SCHOOL N eWwsS

NEW VENUE FOR
WEST COAST SCHOOL 2026

OF PHOTOGRAPHY

June 7-11, 2026

% WEST COAST SCHOOL

b Poriraiture Sorgeoys
; new venue
Landscape with limited

TMHOUTZ ~ “otosmop | “loding.

FINES ~ peginners & o o/mint

eV R High School Seniors (s low as $85 for

shared rooms)

REGISTER: www.westcoastschool.com

Community Network School ‘s
bayphoto 5, )

PADFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF CALIFORNIA




Transform Your Floral
Photography into Fine Art

with Karen Nakamura

Yy NOV 15th
$ 99 PPCPremium
$129 PPC Members e
$1 79 Non PPC PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF CALIFORNIA,

INFORMATION & SIGN UP: www.ppconline.com




PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF CALIFORNIL
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PPA

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF AMERICA

If you are curious or interested in Did You Know? PPA has a page dedicated
becoming a Certified Professional to what is available. You DO NOT need to be
Photographer, learn more here. a PPA member to look at their website.....and

they are offering a lot of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT!!

. PPA - Professional Photographers of America
Community Network 229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300

with PPA Atlanta, GA 30303

1 (800) 786-6277

f O

Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County


https://www.ppa.com/
https://www.ppa.com/credentials-mem/cpp-mem
https://www.ppa.com/events
https://www.ppa.com/
https://www.ppa.com/inittogether
tel:1-800-786-6277
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC
https://www.instagram.com/pplac2024/
https://www.pplac.org/
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