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“Why, yes, I’d love to take your photos for free.
That’s exactly why I spend thousands of dollars on all

this equipment”

Anonymous

Greetings, PPLAC Members:
 
I’m sure this is something most of us has encountered. There are two sides of the
coin with this quote … and attitude. On one side, there is no way we are taking
photos for free. We paid for all that equipment, taken all those classes, invested all
that time for a reason: it’s a business and we need to make ends meet. On the
other side of the coin, there is the feeling of freedom from stress, from work, from
obligations: You take the photos because you want to, it’s an expression of art,
whether you do it for free or not. And, somewhere between these two emotions, lays
the truth for most of us. Don’t be taken for granted!  In whatever you do in the
world of photography, do it because you want to, whether you are paid or not. May
it bring you both satisfaction and fulfillment. And may you express your creative
side and be grateful that we have the freedom and opportunity to pursue happiness.
Period!

We normally have one PPLAC Photo Review each month, but for October we were
delighted to have two of them: One for our monthly PPLAC Outing of Youth Sports,
led by our very own Kevin Karzin and the second for our PPLAC Adventure to the
Eastern Sierra, led by the intrepid John Grusd. For the PPLAC Outing of Youth
Sports, out of the wonderful images shared, Mel Carll’s sepia-enriched image took
first place. And for the PPLAC Adventure to the Eastern Sierra, Gary Johnson’s
stunning landscape clearly captured the most votes. Congratulations to both Mel
and Gary!

And for our October in-person monthly meeting in Playa Vista, we celebrated the 30
Days of Photography experiment. We selected our top favorite images captured by
those that took part in the venture. We had 52 images submitted! And the overall
winner was Kevin Karzin. Congratulations, Kevin! And then Frank Damon shared
his insights and recommendations, capping an exciting evening for all. We should
seriously consider doing this again next year!

https://www.pplac.org/2025-list-of-events
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-Photography-Meetup/
https://ppconline.com/
https://www.ppa.com/
https://ppconline.com/
https://www.westcoastschool.com/
https://ppconline.com/vendor-partners/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=6d06ff4e-a29c-49de-b0de-13bb783df3d1


Finally, the end of the fiscal year is coming up and that means three exciting events
will take place over the next 90 days.

First up are the elections for the new PPLAC board. Our ballot is available now. To
those who have already voted, thank you! If you haven't, be sure to vote! We have
an exciting Board to recommend to you, but we need your vote. Second, we have
the final Digital Photographic Competition of the year. You definitely want to take
part in that. You can submit your images right now through printcompetition.com.
Be sure to participate! And, finally, as we look into the new year, mark your
calendars for January 22nd – this is our annual PPLAC Open House. We will install
the new PPLAC board and award our Photographers of the Year! And we have a fun
theme for the evening: Dodgers Baseball! You definitely don’t want to miss this!

And a big welcome to our newest member, Diana McDougall, who comes to us by
way of Hermosa Beach. Glad to have you on the team!
 
“Keep on clickin’!”
 
John Powers
M.Photog.Cr., CPP, M-PPC
PPLAC President
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BECOME A MEMBER!

We are always looking for new
members to join PPLAC. Whether you
are a working professional or someone
who wants to actively grow their
skillsets to just take better
photographs, we welcome all engaged
& enthusiastic Image Makers!

TO FIND OUT MORE
contact Roy Patience

OUR NEXT IN-PERSON MEETING
ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

JANUARY 22, 2026 @
5:00PM

CenterPointe Clubhouse
6200 Playa Vista Drive

Playa Vista, 90094

(free parking)

https://ppconline.com/wcs/
https://ppconline.com/wcs/
mailto:roypatience@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6200+Playa+Vista+Dr,+Playa+Vista,+CA+90094/@33.9707625,-118.4285563,1753m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x80c2b0907755af3d:0x191e6d9e601c0fcb!8m2!3d33.9707625!4d-118.425976!16s%2Fg%2F11bw406zjb?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQwMi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


SAVE THE DATES
Meetings and Events

Come join our monthly meetings held on the 
4th Thursday of Each Month 
(unless it falls on a holiday). 

November 1
Día de Los Muertos Outing
DPC #4 Submissions Open

November 9
DPC #4 Submissions Due

November 19
Día de los Muertos

Photo Review

November 20
DPC #4

December 3
Zoom Meeting

Navigating Photography in the
Age of Artificial Intelligence

Speaker: David Coleman

**HOLIDAY BREAK BEGINS**

January 22, 2026
Annual Open House

January 4 - February 22
Members Only

Gallery Exhibition @
UU Church of Santa Monica

*Please note our speakers/schedule may
​change at any time. Please check our

website for more details

FUN FACT
Did You Know?

Developing negatives with
coffee... It is possible to develop
black and white negatives using a
mixture of coffee, vitamin C, and

washing soda...

a process called Caffenol.

STAY CONNECTED

    

MEMBERS EXTRA

!New for 2026!
Request for Content

January Newsletter
How & When Did You Discover Photography?

We are always looking for ways to strengthen our membership and learn more
about each other! Open to Active or Lifetime Members, we'll post one article a

month based on the Newsletter Idea of the Month.

Submit Subject Ideas
Submit an Article

https://www.pplac.org/calendar
https://www.pplac.org/2025-list-of-events
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC
https://www.instagram.com/pplac2024/
https://www.pplac.org/


Reply no later than Saturday, November 8, if interested
Submit your article no later than December 15, 2025

500 words or less

send to: Heather Dinkins

UU Gallery Exhibition Dates

Oct 30: Image Submission Deadline ​
​Nov 1-14: Final Image Evaluation by Independent Jury
Nov 15: Membership Notification of Image Acceptance
Nov 18: Payment Due to Roy Patience
TBD: Printed Images Due for Art Installation
Jan 4, 2026: Gallery Opening w/Reception @ 11:30am
Feb 2, 2026: Gallery Closing Date with Reception

IMAGES OF THE MONTH

First Place Image by Mel Carll
Outing for "Youth Sports"

mailto:secretary.pplac@gmail.com


First Place Image by Gary Johnson
"Eastern Sierra Adventure"



OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS



OCTOBER IMAGE REVIEWS





UPCOMING EVENTS









ADVENTURES FOR 2026
We're Thrilled For Our

​Adventure Opportunities for Next Year!!

​please contact: Liz Chalmers

PRICING
​$70 for PPLAC Members

mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com


$100 for Non-Member Photographers
$50 for Non-Shooting Attendees

**space is limited / members receive priority reservation**







PPLAC Sponsors
your support means the world to us!

Anthropics

DXO

Imagenomic

Luminar Neo from Skylum

On1

Paul's Photo

ProLab D ​igital
​

Radiant Photo

StudioMagic
 

Think Tank

​Topaz Labs-PhotoAI

2025 PPLAC Board of Directors
OFFICERS

President
John Powers

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers,

Workshops)
Liz Chalmers

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary
Heather Dinkins

Parliamentarian

DIRECTORS

Webmaster
John Grusd

Newsletter Editor
Eleanor Gray

Digital Photographic
Competition Director

Kevin Karzin

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management
Chair

Mel Carll

Hospitality
Leslie Geffen

DEPUTY CHAIR

​Digital
Photographic
Competition

Tim Hintz

Digital
Photographic
Competition
Moderators

Mel Carll
John Powers
Bob Young

Event
Photographer

Angela Chen ​

https://www.anthropics.com/
https://www.dxo.com/
https://www.imagenomic.com/
https://skylum.com/luminar
https://www.on1.com/
https://paulsphoto.com/
https://www.prolabdigital.com/
https://radiantimaginglabs.com/
https://www.layercakeelements.com/
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/
https://www.topazlabs.com/topaz-photo-ai
mailto:johnepowers@hotmail.com
mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com
mailto:roypatience@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.pplac@gmail.com


Nikki Washburn

​PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS
OF CALIFORNIA ​

News

NEW VENUE FOR
​WEST COAST SCHOOL 2026





PPA
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF AMERICA

If you are curious or interested in
becoming a Certified Professional
Photographer, learn more here.

Did You Know?  PPA has a page dedicated
to what is available. You DO NOT need to be
a PPA member to look at their website.....and
they are offering a lot of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT!!
PPA - Professional Photographers of America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303
1 (800) 786-6277

    

Professional Photographers of Los Angeles County

https://www.ppa.com/
https://www.ppa.com/credentials-mem/cpp-mem
https://www.ppa.com/events
https://www.ppa.com/
https://www.ppa.com/inittogether
tel:1-800-786-6277
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC
https://www.instagram.com/pplac2024/
https://www.pplac.org/
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