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2025 President John Powers

“Just because you are awake doesn’t mean you stop dreaming.”
Anonymous

Greetings, PPLAC Members:

Okay, I don’t believe we should live life through bumper sticker mentality but
every once in a while, a pithy life quote grabs you and makes you pause for a
second.  The anonymous quote above is one that does that for me.  As a
photographer, it is easy for me to become complacent:  photographing the
same subjects and doing it in the same style over and over again.  I need to



push myself to get out of my comfort zone and by dreaming of other
possibilities, you can expand your creative horizons.  Slowly … but surely … I
like to think I am doing that.  Let me encourage you to keep dreaming, keep
exploring within your world of photography and dare to create new and bold
images!

February saw some of us in Dallas for the Imaging USA 2025 event where PPA
recognizes outstanding accomplishments within the field of photography.  For
us, it was an honor to see our own Eleanor Gray receive her Master of
Photography degree officially, sponsored by Mel Carll, and our own Andrew
Lewis to receive his Master of Photography degree officially, sponsored by Tim
Meyer.  There were also a number of other California members being honored,
too.  What a great time and wonderful way to celebrate!

And locally, we had several exciting events.  We had our first PPLAC Photo
Review, going over the images taken at our Outing to Manhattan Beach.  Hats
off to Ira Mintz for his first & third place recognition and John Grusd for his
second-place score.  Also, we had our second PPLAC Outing of the year, off to
Riverside for the annual Dickensfest.  Nine of us enjoyed  photographing

19th century reenactors and then we capped the time off with a nice time of
food and fellowship on the grounds.

And finally, the month of February ended with our first DPC of the year, led by
Kevin Karzin and moderated by Mel Carll.  Close to 70 images were judged
with just over half of them meriting!  Way to go, PPLAC!

For March, we are excited as we look forward to a special presentation that will
be given to all our members and guests via Zoom from Royce Bair as he shares
amazing insights into the world of astrophotography.  Look for the details to
be posted soon.  And our monthly PPLAC Outing for the month will take us to
the Descanso Gardens for photographing tulips and other seasonal
flowers.  Certainly a grand time will be had for one and all.  Look for the flyer
and sign up!

“Keep on clickin’!”

John Powers
M.Photog.Cr., M-PPC, CPP
PPLAC President

SAVE THE DATE
Meetings and Events

Come join our monthly meetings held on the 4th
Thursday of each month (unless it falls on a

holiday). 

March 22nd
Descanso Gardens TULIPS

March 27th
Royce Bair, Astrophotography

Stay Connected
​

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/

Meet Up
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-

Photography-Meetup/

https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-Photography-Meetup/


April 6th
Renaissance Faire

April 10th
Sharon Lobel

Presentation at the Adventurers Club
of Los Angeles

April 24th
Mel Carll, Infrared Photography

May 1st
Entries Open-Digital Image

Competition

May 11th
Entries Close - Digital Image

Competition

May 13-16
Waterfalls and Mt Shasta

May 22nd
2nd Digital Image Competition

*Please note that speakers/schedule may
​change at any time. Please check our

website for more details
**https://www.pplac.org/calendar

2025 Board of
Directors

Officers

President
John Powers

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers, Workshops)

Liz Chalmers

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary
Heather Dinkins

Parliamentarian
Nikki Washburn

Directors

PPC
https://ppconline.com/

PPA
https://www.ppa.com/

PPLAC
 Sponsors...

​
your support means the

world to us!
Imagenomic

https://www.imagenomic.com/

Luminar Neo from Skylum
https://skylum.com/luminar

On1
https://www.on1.com/

Paul's Photo
​https://paulsphoto.com/

ProLab D ​igital
https://www.prolabdigital.com/

​
Radiant Photo

https://radiantimaginglabs.com/

StudioMagic
https://www.layercakeelements.

com

 
Think Tank

https://www.thinktankphoto.co
m/

​Topaz Labs
https://www.topazlabs.com/topa

z-photo-ai

https://ppconline.com/
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/


Webmaster
John Grusd

Newsletter Editor
Eleanor Gray

Digital Photographic
Competition Director

Kevin Karzin

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management Chair
Mel Carll

Hospitality
Leslie Geffen

Co-Chairs

Digital Photographic
Competition Co-Chair

Tim Hintz

Digital Photographic
Competition Moderators

Mel Carll
Bob Young

Event Photographer
Angela Chen ​

​The 12 Elements
of a

Merit Image

https://www.ppa.com/ppmag/
articles/12-elements-of-a-

merit-image

FUN FACT
This first digital camera was

only 0.01 Megapixel and
weighed an incredible 8

pounds (3.6kg).

​It took the camera over 20
seconds to commit the

image to tape.

FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS

PPLAC 1st Digital Image Competition
February 27, 2025

Here are our incredible winners:

Best of Show
Best of Category - Landscape

"Moonrise in the Sierras" 
by

John Powers



Best of Category - Architecture
"Architectural Origami"

by
John Grusd



Best of Category - Electronic Art
"Electrifying Ocean"

by
Angela Chen



Best of Category - Nature
"Showoff"

by
John Grusd



Best of Category - Open
"Solitary Homestead"

by
Jaye Pruett



Best of Category - Photojournalism
"Warhawk"

by
Tim Hintz



Best of Category - Portrait
"Elfin Encounter"

by
John Powers



February Outing



Coming Events!
MEETINGS/WORKSHOPS



Our March PPLAC General ZOOM Meeting features Royce Bair! Based out of
Utah, Royce is a professional photographer and instructor, specializing in night
photography, also known as "nightscape photography". His Milky Way
photographs have been published around the world; when you see them, you'll
understand why! 

Mark your calendars for March 27th at 6:30PM! Contact Liz Chalmers
at Liz@LizChalmers.com for more information. 

mailto:Liz@LizChalmers.com










PPC News
https://ppconline.com/

https://ppconline.com/








WCS News



https://www.westcoastschool.com/





PPA ​News
https://www.ppa.com/

If you are curious or interested in
becoming a Certified Professional
Photographer check out the PPA link
below:

https://www.ppa.com/credentials-
mem/cpp-mem

Please note that PPA has a page
dedicated to what is available. You DO
NOT need to be a PPA member to look
at their website.....and they are offering a
lot of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT
PPA - Professional Photographers of
America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303
1-800 786-6277
https://www.ppa.com/inittogether
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