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2025 President John Powers

“With creating, we are literally bringing something into existence that didn’t
exist before.”

Montana Dennis

Greetings, PPLAC Members:

What an exciting way to describe your photography!  Think of this marvelous
quote the next time you are out with your camera!  May it inspire you
always!  Every time you take a picture:  You are bringing into existence a new
creation!  Wow!



Last month PPC held its annual Installation and Awards event.  It was
wonderful to see so many PPLAC members recognized for their photographic
achievements, to include our own Gary Parsons who walked away with several
prestigious awards, including Best in Show.  The highlight for PPLAC was our
stunning accomplishment in capturing the Affiliate Cup for the second year in
a row!  This trophy is for the PPC affiliate that has the highest accumulative
score amongst all the affiliates within PCC.  Let’s keep the streak going in
2025!

On January 23rd, we held our Annual Open House, installing the new PPLAC
board for 2025 and recognizing the achievements of our outstanding members
through various awards and decorations.  In particular, hats off to our 2024
Photographer of the Year:  Angela Chen!  Well done, Angela;
congratulations!  We had a grand time with the theme centering around the
Chinese New Year which so happened to be that same week.  Special thanks to
all who made this event happen, especially Rebecca Li, Angela Chen, and Ira
Mintz.  And behind the scenes we had Liz Chalmers, Heather Dinkins, and
Gary Parsons ensuring our success.  Thank you!  With 37 in attendance, a good
time was had by all!

For our first PPLAC Outing of the year, it was off to Manhattan Beach Pier for
some sunset photographs.  Nine of us came together for a fun evening on the
beach and then to a nearby fish restaurant for food and fellowship.  Again, a
grand time was had by all thanks to Liz who put together a wonderful
experience.

Finally, get your images in for our first Digital Photographic Competition
(DPC) of the year.  You can submit your images through printcompetition.com

NOW through February 16th.  Be sure to review the DPC Rules first
(https://www.pplac.org/competition-rules); some changes have been
made.  And be on the lookout for an upcoming flyer about our PPLAC Outing

for February:  Dickensfest on February 22nd. 

“Keep on clickin’!”

John Powers
M.Photog.Cr., M-PPC, CPP
PPLAC President

SAVE THE DATE
Meetings and Events

Come join our monthly meetings held on the 4th
Thursday of each month (unless it falls on a

holiday). 

February 1st
Entries Open - Digital Image

Competition

February 16th
Entries Close - Digital Image

Stay Connected
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/

Meet Up
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-

Photography-Meetup/

PPC

https://www.pplac.org/competition-rules
https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-Photography-Meetup/


Competition

February 27th
1st Digital Image Competition

March 27th
Royce Bair, Astrophotography

April 24th
Mel Carll, Infrared Photography

May 1st
Entries Open-Digital Image

Competition

May 11th
Entries Close - Digital Image

Competition

May 22nd
2nd Digital Image Competition

*Please note that speakers/schedule may
​change at any time. Please check our

website for more details
**https://www.pplac.org/calendar

2025 Board of
Directors

Officers

President
John Powers

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers, Workshops)

Liz Chalmers

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary
Heather Dinkins

Parliamentarian
Nikki Washburn

Directors

Webmaster
John Grusd

Newsletter Editor
Eleanor Gray

https://ppconline.com/

PPA
https://www.ppa.com/

PPLAC
 Sponsors...

​
your support means the

world to us!
Imagenomic

https://www.imagenomic.com/

Luminar Neo from Skylum
https://skylum.com/luminar

On1
https://www.on1.com/

Paul's Photo
​https://paulsphoto.com/

ProLab D ​igital
https://www.prolabdigital.com/

​
Radiant Photo

https://radiantimaginglabs.com/

StudioMagic
https://www.layercakeelements.

com

 
Think Tank

https://www.thinktankphoto.co
m/

​Topaz Labs
https://www.topazlabs.com/topa

z-photo-ai

https://ppconline.com/
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/


Digital Photographic
Competition Director

Kevin Karzin

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management Chair
Mel Carll

Hospitality
Leslie Geffen

Co-Chairs

Digital Photographic
Competition Co-Chair

Tim Hintz

Digital Photographic
Competition Moderators

Mel Carll
Bob Young

Event Photographer
Angela Chen ​

Two photographers are walking down
the street, one of them trips and falls

onto the ground.

The second one immediately falls down
next to him and says "Excellent angle!

What are we shooting?"

​The 12 Elements
of a Merit Image

https://www.ppa.com/ppmag/
articles/12-elements-of-a-

merit-image

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

PPLAC 1st Digital Image
Competition is coming!

Get your images ready!

Entries open 2/1
Entries close 2/16
Competition 2/22

JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS

PPLAC Open House and Awards Dinner
​was a grand success!

Here are our incredible winners:

2024 PPLAC Photographer of the Year
Angela Chen



2024 PPLAC Photographer of the Year
Architecture Category

John Powers

2024 PPLAC Photographer of the Year
Landscape Category



John Grusd

2024 PPLAC Photographer of the Year
Nature Category
Nikki Washburn



2024 PPLAC Photographer of the Year
Open Category

Mel Carll

2024 PPLAC Photographer of the Year
Photojournalism Category

Angela Chen



2024 PPLAC Photographer of the Year
Portrait Category

John Powers

New PPLAC Award Category



Photograph of the Year

1st Place Winner (Gold medal)
​John Powers

2nd Place Winner (Silver medal)
​Kevin Karzin



3rd Place Winner (Bronze medal)
​John Grusd

January Outing



Coming Events!
MEETINGS/WORKSHOPS







PPLAC is excited to present
​ TWO great Adventures for 2025...

With MORE to come!
·       Be sure to sign-up ASAP as limited spots are available.
·    You will want to secure your lodging as soon as possible.
·    Consider sharing a room with another photographer to split costs!
·    Contact Liz Chalmers, liz@lizchalmers.com, to sign-up or ask any
questions!

mailto:liz@lizchalmers.com








PPC News
https://ppconline.com/

https://ppconline.com/
https://ppconline.com/
https://ppconline.com/


WCS News
https://www.westcoastschool.com/







PPA ​News
https://www.ppa.com/

CONNECT, LEARN. THRIVE
at the

PREMIER PHOTOGRAPHY CONFERENCE
IMAGING USA

February 2-4, 2025
Dallas, TX

visit imagingusa.com for information



If you are curious or interested in
becoming a Certified Professional
Photographer check out the PPA link
below:

https://www.ppa.com/credentials-
mem/cpp-mem

Please note that PPA has a page
dedicated to what is available. You DO
NOT need to be a PPA member to look
at their website.....and they are offering a
lot of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT
PPA - Professional Photographers of
America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303
1-800 786-6277
https://www.ppa.com/inittogether
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